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playing- on a sand bank, and took him away in his carnage
to a new home. " He ever after treated me as his own
son," wrote General Sherman of his adopted father in later
years ; and indeed the boy soon won the hearts of all the
Ewings, so that they loved him as much as though he
belonged to them by birth instead of by adoption.

For seven years thereafter "Gump" was a member of the
Ewing household, and attended the local school at Lancas-
ter. He ranked high in his classes and was generally re-
garded as a promising boy. " There was nothing speci-
ally remarkable about him," Mr. Ewing wrote in later
years, " excepting that I never knew so young a boy who
could do an errand so correctly and promptly as he did.
He was transparently honest, faithful and reliable. Stud-
ious and correct in his habits, his progress in education
was steady and substantial."

One other thing, however, is to -be recorded of these
years. Mr. Ewing had .a pretty little daughter, named
Nellie, who was "Gump's" favorite playmate and upon whom
" Gump " untiringly lavished all the chivalric attention of
his boyhood. She was his sister by adoption, but even in
these early years the boy seemed to hope that one day she
would be more than a sister to him. And when he left
home, at the age of sixteen, his adieus to her were
more tender and more reluctant than to all the others.

One incident of his boyhood life deserves to be recorded.
In 1834 he was large and strong for his age, and fond of labor
and adventure. Canal construction was then being greatly
pushed in Ohio, and it was planned to build one from the
great Ohio Canal at Carroll, eight miles from Lancaster,
and run down the Hocking Valley to Athens and thence to
the Ohio River. A Mr. Carpenter, of Lancaster, had
charge of the preliminary surveys, and recruited his force ofce.    "Take 'Cump,' Mr. Ew-
